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ion, wa cn aba" wait ?-- oNo, sir, it will be kT5them, without reference to any other consideration or in-

fluence which might bear npon the case.From the Charleston Courier, 5th inst. attack on, or attempt to take possession of either of them,
will be regarded as an act of hostility, and you may then
put your command into either of them which you may deem
most nroDer. to increase ita nower of resistance. ou are

for explanation, we added, ' And, in conclusion, we would
urge upon you the immediate withdrawal of tf e troops from
the harbor of harleston. Under present circumstances,
they are a standing menace which renders negotiation im-

possible," Ac. "Under present circumstances !" What
circumstances? Why, clearly the occupation of Fort Sum-
ter and the dismantling of Fort Moultrie by Major Ander-
son, in the face of your pledees, and without explanation or
practical disavowal. And there is nothing in the letter
which would or could have prevented you from declining to
withdraw the trooj s and offering the restoration of the

we shall wait thereafter in vain fot any,overt act. Oar
people will probably never again be more united in
opinion as to what constitutes an overt act, than they

are fast becoming now to be in reference to Lincoln's
election, coupled with all its antecedents. The leaders

of the majority of the Northern people are not rash fools.

It is true, that relying .upon the pusilanimity of the
South, they did risk much in the election of an Aboli-

tion President. They knew that upon the cast of that
die was all the hazard. They elected him, and in the
belief that the South would tamely submit, they boldly
proclaimed that the victory was won, that the election
of Lincoln was the downfall of slavery. Mr. Hall
here read a telling extract from the Congressional Her-

ald, of Chicago.

Cvllvll K S PvJN DEKtK
EKTWEEJf THE PRESIDENT OF THK CN1TFW STATES AND THE

COMMISSIONERS O K 'SOUTH CABOLINA.

The following correspondence was read in secret session,
and from which the injunction of secrecy was removed.

We are indebted to the courtesy of Gen. P. Qnattlebaum
for facilities in procuring, at a late hour last night, copies
for publication in this morning's Courier :

Washington, December 28, 1860.
r; We have the honor to transmit to you a copy of the

full powers from the Convention of the people of South
Carolina under which we are " authorized and empowered
to treat with the Government of the United States for the
delivery of the forts, iuaga7ines, light-house- s, and other
real estate, with their appurtenances, within the limits of
South Carolina, and also lor an apportionment of the public
debt and for a division of all the property held by the Gov-
ernment of the United States, as agent of the Confederated
States, of which South Carolina was recently a member,
and generally to negotiate as to all other measures and ar-
rangements proper to be made and adopted in the existing
relation of the parties, and for the continuance of peace and
amity between this Commonwealth and the Government at
Washington." - '

In the execution of this trust, it is our duty to furnish
you, as we now do, with an official copy of the Ordinance
of Secession, by which the State of South Carolina has

the powers she delegated to the Government of the
United States, and has declared her perfect sovereignty and
independence.

It would also have been our duty to have informed you
that we were re.vly to negotiate with you upon all such
questions as are ntcessarily raised by the adoption of this
Ordinance, and that we were prepared to enter upon this
negotiation with the earnest desire to avoid all unnecessary
and hostile collision, and so to inaugurate our new relati ms
as to secure mutual respect, general advantage, and a fu-

ture of good will and harmony, beneficial to aU the parties
concerned.

But the events of the last twenty-fou- r hours render such
an assurance impossible. We came here the representa-
tives of an authority, which could at any time within the
past sixty days have taken possession of the forts in
Charleston harbor, but upon pledges given in a manner that
we cannot doubt, determined to trust to your honor rather
than to its own power. Since our arrival an officer of the
United States acting, as we are assured, not only without,
but against your orders, has dismantled one fort and occu-
pied anotaer, thus altering to a most important extent the
condition of affairs under which we came.

Until these circumstances are explained in a manner
which reiievea us of all doubt as to the spirit in which these
negotiations shall be conducted, we are forced to suspend
all discussion as to any arrangement'; by which our mutual
interests might be amicably adjusted.

And, in conclusion, we would urge upon you the immedi-
ate withdrawal of the troops from the harbor of Charleston.
Under present circumstances, they are a standing menace
which renders negotiation impossible, and, as our recent
experience shows, threatens speedily to bring to a bloody
issue questions which ought to be settled with temperance
and judgment.

We have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,

Your obedient servants,
R. W. BON WELL,)
J. II. ADAMS, Commissioners.
JAMES L. OER, J

To the President ot the United States.

Washington City, Dec. 30, 1860.
Qcntlcmen ; I have had the honor to receive your com-

munication of 28th inst., together with a copy of 41 your full
powers of the Convention of the people of South Carolina,"
authorizing you to treat with the Government of the United
States on various important subjects therein mentioned,
and also a copy of the Ordinance, bearing date on the 20th
inst., declaring that " the Union now subsisting between
South Carolina and other States, under the name of the

United States of America,' is hereby dissolved."
In answer to this communication, I have to say, that my

position, as President of the United States, was clearly de-

fined in the Message to Congress on the 3d inst. In that I
Btated that, " apart from the execution of the laws, so far
as this may be practicable, the Executive ha3 no authority
to decide what ehall be the relations between the Federal
Government and South Carolina. lie has been invested
with no such discretion. He possesses no power to change
the relations heretofore existing between them, muoh less
to acknowledge the independence of that State, Thi3 would
be to invest a mere Executive officer with the power of re-

cognizing the dissolution of the Confederacy among our
thirty-thre- e Sovereign States. It bears no resemblance to
the recognition of a foreign defaclo Government involving
no such responsibility. Any attempt to do thi3 would, on
his part, be a naked act of usurpation. It is, therefore, my
duty to submit to Congress the whole question in all its
bearings."

Such is my opinion still. I could therefore meet you only
as private gentlemen of the highest character, and was
entirely willing to communicate to Congress any proposition
you might have to make to that body upon the subject
Of this you were well aware. It was my earnest desire that
such a disposition might be made of the whole subject by
Congress, who alone possess the power, as to prevent the
inauguration of a civil war between the parties in regard to
the possession of the Federal forts in the harbor of Charles-
ton ; and I therefore deeply regret, that, in your opinion
"the events of the last tweuty-fou- r hours render this
impossible."

In conclusion you urge upon me " the immediate with-
drawal of the troops from the harbor of Charleston," stating
that " under present circumstances they are a standing
menace which renders negotiation impossible, and as our
recent experience show, threatens speedily to bring to a
bloody issue questions which ought to be settled with tem-
perance and judgment."

The reason for this change in your postion is that since
your arrival in Washington, 4,an officer of the United States
acting as we (you) are assured not only without, but
against your (my) orders, has dismantled one fort and oc-

cupied another, thus altering to a most important extent
the condition of affairs under which we (you) came." You
also allege that you came here "the Representatives of an
authority which could at any time within the past sixty
days, have taken possession of the forta in Charleston har-

bor, but which, upon pledges given in a manner that we
(you) cannot doubt, determined to trust to your (my) honor
rather than to its power."

This brings me to a consideration of the nature of those
alleged pledges, and in what manner they have been
observed. In my Message of the 3d of December last, I
Btated, in regard to the property of the United States in
South. Carolina, that it "has been purchased for a fair
equivalent by the consent of the Legislature of the State,
for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, &c, and over
theBe the authority to exercise exclusive legislation, has
been expressly granted by the Constitution to Congress
It is not believed that any attempt will be made to expel
the United States from this property by force; but if in this
I should prove to be mistaken, the officer in command of
the forts has received orders to act strictly on the defensive.
In such a contingency, the responsibility for consequences
would rightfully rest upon the heads of the assailants."

This being the condition of the parties, on Saturday, 8th
December, four of the Representatives from South Carolina
called on me, and requested an interview. We had an ear-
nest conveisation on the subject of these forts, and the best
means of preventing a collision between the par'ies, for the
purpose of sparing the effusion of blood. 1 suggested, for
prudential reasons that it would be best to put in writing
what they said to me verbally. They did so accordingly,
and on Monday morning, the 10th instant, three of them pre-
sented to me a paper, signed by all tho Representatives from
South Carolina with a single exception, of which the follow-
ing is a copy :
44 To His Excellency James Buchanan,

'President United Slates :
In compliance with our statement to you yesterday, we

now express to you our strong convictions that neither the
constituted authorities nor any body of the people of the
State of South Carolina, will either attack or molest the
United States forts in the harbor of Charleston previously
to the action of the Convention, and we hope and believe
not until an oSer has been made through an accredited re
presentative to negotiate for an amicable arrangement of
au matters between the btate and the Federal Government,
provided that no reinforcements shall be sent into those
forts, and their relative military status shall remain as at
present. JOHN McQUEEN,

M. L. BON HAM.
W. W. BOYCE,
LAURENCE M. KEITT.

Washington, Oth December, 1860."
And .here I must, in justice to myself, remark that, at the

time the paper was presented to me, I objected to the word
44 provided, as it might be construed into an agreement on
my part which I never would make. They said that nothing
was further from their intention they did not so understand
it, and I should not so consider it. It is evident they could
enter into no reciprocal agreement with me on the subject.
They aid not profess to have authority to do this, and were
acting in their individual character. I considered it as noth-
ing more in eflect than the promise of highly honorable gen-
tlemen to exert their influence for the purpose expressed.

The event has proven that they have faithfully kept their
promise, although I have never since received a line from
any member of the Convention, on the subject. It is well
known it was my determination, and this I freely expressed,not to reinforce the forts in the harbor and thus produce a
collision, until they had been actually attacked, or until Ihad certain evidence that they were about to be attacked.This paper I received most cordially, and considered it as ahappy omen that peace might still be preserved, and thattime might be thus given for reflection. This is the whole
foundation for the alleged pledge. But I .icted in ths samemanner as I would have done had I entered into a positive
and formal agreement with parties capable of contracting,
although such an agreement would have been on my part,
from the nature of my official duties, impossible. The world
knows that I have never sent any reinforcements to theforts in Charleston harbor, and I have certainly never au-
thorized any change to be made in their relative militar"status. Bearing upon this subject, I refer you to an orderissued by the Secretary of War, on the 11th inst., to Major

afoliows 0t brougLt t0 m DOtice 1111111 the 21stIt is
44 Manorandumcf Verbal Instructions to Major Anderson

44 Y?tVLZZ the
Moultrie, South Carolina:great anxiety of the ofWar that collision of the troops with peotS

State shall be avoided, and of his studied deSnation
pursue a course with reference to the military force andforts in this harbor which shall guard against such a collision. He has, therefore, carefully abstained from increas-ing the force at this point, or taking any measures whichmight add to the present excited state of the public mindor which would throw any doubt on the confidence he feelstnat South Carolina will not attempt by violence to obtain

?n6loa of the PubUc work3 or interfere with their occu- -

..Bt?viu,l, and acts of ra6h impulsivemay dmappoint these expectations of theGovernment, he deems u proper that yoi should be

tetionsr.ef0re' to8Cted
80

baltfggiT. lolwok
t ",Y?U "!-carefQ- to avoid every act whichtend to provoke aggression, and for that rfon youare not, without necessity, to take up any hcould be construed into the assumption of a CtKttitude-- E

?fQ e loj1 Possession of the forts Kta Xor
&em?tya'Ucked m to defend Jnelf toflSSffSS

"TheEmallnesaof force willtaps, to occupy xaoxjthan m 0f the ftSfwJJBfS

i,uc oia.c iu cumpiete attitude of defend ' fuu
ought to have been ail the time, hntBneciaMl here4
at this time as indicating that she iVin Sgnificant

uiu .inp uas wuae up, ruDDeu his eyes lonv2i nest
and is about to " say his say that he has aroW
is high time that the row should be settled Cfnclud it
can't sleep for it ; that be is not going to Ll7hat k
thing inconsistent with the honor, the ir any-prop-

self-respe- ct of any other State : tlitf 8 01

to ask simply, for what is just and right and tt!8 goiD?

preparing himself to have it at all hazards Ja te
event. Then, sir, let us call a Convention 'of . 10

1
people of the State to take this grave matter g0d
own hands, where it properly belongs. Surri-- 0

lheit

ever can be an occasion when the people shnnu l re

it is the present. m beard,

I believe if humanSir, any event can brin? k
thern people to their sober second thought

v
.0r-tbe-

of the reality of their immense re8ponsibTnvinoe
fore God and man, can arouse them to a se
turniDg justice, and tear away the veil with re

naticism bas dimmed the light of their reason
the action I have indicated upon the part of 'th tlatuie of the Union-lovin- g, unobtrusive, sober
faith-keepin- g, conservative but resolute oldNoh ? de3.

If any event can give us influence with our
the South, whereby tbey may be indaced to aS of

ness and heed moderate counsels, it will be this
tion on our part that in this, the hour of their n
sympathizing gaze is not averted from them, that

Dr

predate the common peril by which we are surr
and are preparing to do our part to avert it X-ha-

s

pained my heart to witness the course of m
our people and presses towards that people from S '

we are divided, only by an intangible imaginary v
Base vilification and contumely have beta h06""
upon South Carolina unsparingly, and cuibonot V
people have their peculiarities and characteristics
do not assimilate with our views, but when has sh
as a State, ever infringed upon our rights or donp
wrong ? They say she calls herself Carolina ul
lieve the appellation was first applied to her k
trn Senators in debate. I, sir, have been a strand

fi
in her gates ; I have been taken in and treated by l
people with the utmost kindness and hospitality andi
never knew a North Carolinan who had the sli'hw
claim upon either, to complain for tLe lack of than
But, they say she wants to dragoon us out ot the Unio"
Have we any right to dragoon her in it, when shek
lieves it is her duty and her rights to go out oHt ?

Some say they are glad she has gone: out; it will teach tbNorth a lesson. We will let her run the risk and
the sacrifice, while we'll sit quietly by and ram th!

benefit. Well, the least we can do then is not to
her. Sir, sneer at ber as we may, she is a gallant liuf
State, and I will say it of her because it is the truth!

If this Union is restored and perpetuated in its prists
purity, its future historians may yet point to '"tii
day and hour in South Carolina's history, and say to
ber belongs the glory. If a dissolution of the Union is

inevitable, then the inexorable logic of events may lint
the destiny of our State with her's. Is it then prudent
or politic to be implanting within the hearts ot the pe-
ople of the two Carolira3 where should blossom
flowers of affection the seeds of hostility and hate? Sir

I hope to hear no more of this abuse of South Carolina'

It will take enough for the wounds already inflicy to
heal.

But it is said if we arm the State and call a Conve-
ntion it will be regarded by the Northern people as

threat, and will prevent their receding. Sir, what has

been wanting heretofore to secure our just rights in the

Union, has been firmness and decision on the part of iUnited South. It may not now be too late. One great
difficulty bas been that a large mass of the northern pe-
ople do not themselves appreciate the terrible djn"-erst-

us ol the doctrine they have been taught, and that no-rane-

has to some extent been fostered by our divisions.

Tbey have been lead to believe that the South is bound
to the Union by hooks of steel, which no aggressions on

their part could loosen. They have been told that all

our demands for redress were but as the " sounding brass
and tiukling cymbol," and that we dare not strike lor

our rights out of the Union for fear of the slave and

Many of them yet think that all thia

is a muss kicked up by South Carolina, and will end in

smoke, and the majority of them are yet determined, as

long as we will permit tbem, to march straight on to the

accomplishment of their purpose, which is to subjugate
the South and abolish slavery. Now I believe that in

a just cause the northern people united would be as near

invincible as any people in the world ; I do not question
their biavery. But the canse they are engaged in is not

just, and if they can be brought up by a "round turn,"
and made to pause and think, there may yet be hope-Besi- des,

they are far more interested in the preservation
of the Union than we are, and we all know the nothern

people have no decided antipathy to the almighty dollar.

So far as the demand by the people lor a Convention
is concerned, I will assume to speak but for my own

constituency. I do not believe there is a man, woman

or child in New Hanover County, who does not wa&U

Convention. Upon this question the immediate sec-
essionists and extreme Union men are a u jit.

But it is said there is no need of a Convention, that

the northern mind has already begun to react. Sir, I

hail this as a good omen as far it goes, but let us not be

deceived ; it is but the ripple upon the surface of this

great hostile sentiment. If, however, a divided South,

by the position it has taken, has inaugurated at the

North a movement in the right direction, then there is

some room for hope that a united South in action may

effectuate and complete it. Let us Dot be sanguine. I

have it from high authority that it is the policy of some

of the Black Republican leaders to hold out delusive

hopes to the South until the 4th of March, and to
when the forged fetters are upon us, to bid us defiance,

and if we resist, whip us into submission. I shall not be

content with verbal promises. The bond must be signed,

sealed and delivered. But say some, il we call a Co-

nvention, perhaps after all the North may not recede, and

then perhaps the State will secede. Sir, I am not afraid

to trust the people ; it is their right to decide that great

question ; it is my duty to obey and yield to that d-

ecision. I know they will do right. But sir, frankness

compels me to say, were I a member of that Convention,

and the rights of North-Carolin- a v. ere no better assured

to her than they are now, and in addition thereto, six or

eight slave States had permanently seceded, leaving ber

a suppliant at the feet of a Black Republican gover-

nment, I would vote to have her out of that Union, by

the 4th of March, high and dry. The time in my opi-

nion would have come for North-Carolin- ia to unfurl the

flag of her. State Sovereignty, and if need be, to su-

mmons with one blast upon her bugle horn, her son3 from

the seabord and from the mountains to rally around it,

and under it to maintain her honor and ber rights, or

make it their winding sheet.
Mr. Speaker, while I hope this Union may be preser-

ved, I have but few cf the dreadful apprehensions resul-

ting" from a separation, which gentlemen conjnre up b-

efore their heated imaginations. I do not believe we

should have war in any event. We certainly should not

if the South will but unite : nor do I appreciate those

difficulties which gentlemen apprehend in forming a fa

ture Union or alliance for North Carolina, based npon

elements which will ensure harmony and perpetuity

though I have not now time to go into their consider-

ation. It is all fancy to talk about the destruction

republican liberty being necessarily involved ifl a diss-

olution of this Union. The colonies fought for fiat ana

won it, and each State severally and separately enjoyw

it, long before this Union was formed, and I sDO fr
son why it will not survive- - its dissolution, and still re

enjoyed by each of them in any new construction tcey

may deem it their interests to form.
I do not propose to argue the abstract right ot su-

asion. I think practically now it is a question of no i

portance. My advocacy of North-Caroli- na g01D '
of the Union, upon the contingency to which I .

ferred, would not be affected in the slightest degree

whatever name you might call it, whether rerola"

rebellion or secession. But, in passing sir, I ww

that T Ko1;t, o Ctoto hna tKio rifrht nrftWablV W

irom tne Union. 1 hold mat l owe aiiegi"
general government as a citizen of North-Carolin- a,

--

only so long as North-Carolin- a commands me toy

But. sir, let North Carolina ' renounce the rig" J
secession, and submissively bow her neck to tw P
Black Republican rule, and then shall Icbabod

scribed upon her banners, for her glory will hav

parted and the liberties of her people have
will thenceforth be to a hostile, consolidated w

er, what Hungary is to Austria, what Oreece

Turkey, what Ireland is to EDgland. rriu,
' , Then those Hoes of Moore, applied to his native u

would serve as a picture to our destiny :

But, alas for his country, her pride ia gone by, ,
,

And that heart ia broken which never would dcbu

O'er the ruin her children in secret may sigh,
- For-'ti- a treason to love her, and death to m:
Unprized are her ona till they've learned topfVjre

- Undistinguished they liv, if they shame not
And the torch that would light them through f'a--

Host be caught from the pile where their coanu?

n t . PonriDEXCE
in-

-

Jan. 2.Tbe city council has passed a resoi" tf

ouueuug xne represeniauves vi iu v tifl tk
Le?isktnre to use their endeavors to secure

of the personal liberty law of the State.

We have been asked is ADranam xauu u sev-
eral, that we should fear him 7 Sir, this is a govern-

ment of opinion-pop- ular will is our ruler. I do not

fear Abraham Lincoln. One thousand Abraham Lm-col- ns

would not suffice to ruffle the equanimity el the

Southern mind. But I do fear the accession of the

power of which he is the minister. The influences which

elected him were lust of sectional domination acting np-

on and through abolition zeal and fanatical hatred- - to
the South.

It has been a fatal habit with us for the last five years

to ignore the increasing power of the Northern anti-slave- ry

sentiment. It is imbibed by the infant in bis

mother's milk ; it is his lullaby in the nursery ; it is
whipped into him by the schoolmaster ; it is kissed into
him by his sweetheart ; it is the staple of bis literature ;

it is harangued into him by pot-hous- e politicians and

learned statesmen ; it is preached into him by petty
popes in pulpits, until finally, his leading dominant sen-

timent is hostility to slavery and slaveholders. II ow

has this sentiment embodied and manifested itself?
First, by besieging Congress with abolition petitions,
and seeking to flood the mails with incendiary publica-

tions ; then it invaded the sanctuary of the churches and

expelled from the communion table men protesing the
same religious faith. By its Wilmot Proviso, its Emi-

grant Aid Societies, the rifle and the sword, it has

sought to exclude and has excluded southern men from

an equal participation in common territory purchased
in part by southern blood and southern treasure. In
open, wanton, flagrant hostility to the 60uth, it has by

large majorities, in many northern States, passed per-

sonal libertv bills, and nullified laws for our benefit pass
ed by Congress under the plainest provisions ol the
Constitution. It has stained the soil of a sister State
with the blood of her citizens, and afforded sympathy
and safe refuge to their murderers. It has through the
press, the pulpit, upon the hustings, in party platforms,
and upon the floor of Congress, systematically, energet-

ically and persisteittly denounced, villified and abused
us, and has stigmatized us as barbarians and no better
than polygamists. It has, by itsjemissarie3, its Helper
books, and other means, created a sense of insecurity in

our midst, and paralyzed the peace of mind of our wives
and children. It has taken eo step backwards the
motto inscribed upon its flag, has ever been " Excel-

sior," until now it has boldly proclaimed the " irrepres-

sible conflict," and bas without our votes, in spite of our
earnest protest and supplications, and against our honor
and safety, by unprecedented and almost fabulous ma-

jorities in the Northern States, placed over us, as our
chief executive ruler, the representative of our nation, a
man because of his known hostility to our institutions,
because he has declared that these States must all be free

States ; a man who, as it has been said, dare not plant
his foot within the borders of North Carolina, and pub-

licly speak his recorded opinions without subjecting
himself to a criminal prosecution.

But it is said that inasmuch as there is still a Demo-

cratic majority iu the Senate, we must wait. If we

simply wait does not every man know that that protec-
tion will surely fail us. Do we not know that if at any
time within the last two years elections bad be.n held
in any one of the free States new represented by these
Democrats who gave us the majority in the Senate, that
republicans of the blackest stripe would have been sub-

stituted in their stead. But, say they, we have stiil the
Supreme Court. Well, the Black Republicans do not
regard its decisions now. Mr. Lincoln, in a speech de-

livered in Chicago 16th, July, 1858, said : "I have al-

ways bated slavery as much as any abolitionists. I
have always hated it, and I always believed it in a course
of ultimate extinction. If I were in Congress, and a
vote should come up on a question, whether slavery
should be prohibited in a new territory, in spite ol tLe
Dree1 Scott decision, I would vote that it should." But
further, we know it is the avowed policy of that pgrty
to the Supreme Court to suit its views, and
consequently we should soon be deprived of its poor a;gis.
Why, then, simply wait, when by waiting simply, these
results are soon to follow ?

Let us now, sir, consider the inevitable cousequeuces
which would follow from the adoption ot the " waiting "
policy, and an acquiescence in a submission to the ad-

ministration of Abraham Lincoln. Sir, " there is a
divinity that doth hedge a king," and pov.er even in a
republican government hath its prestige. Great names
sanctify wrong, and the very inauguration of a black
republican President, upon the policy of that party,
would txert a tremendous moral influence in behalf ol
what is called " freedom," and deal the institution oi
slavery a blow, the force of which no man can lully ap-
preciate. The republican party would be lifted from its
low estate to occupy a proud pre-eminen- and rt fleet
the radiance shed upon it from the effulgent beams ema-
nating lrora the pomp, pride and circumstance of the
highest official position in the Republic. The very fact
of submission to it would bend the proud spirit of our
people. It would be admitting into our Paradise the
evil one, and

' Oh ! how dearly we would pay for onr primal fall,
Some flowrets of Eden we still might inherit,
But the trail of the serpent would be o'er them all."
Mr. Speaker, I do not apprehend that Mr. Lincoln,

even with a black republican Congress at his back,
would make any immediate or direct aggression upon
slavery within the States ; but I do say that the inexo-
rable policy which his administration and succeeding
ones would mark out and insidiously, but persistently
and surely effectuate, would be as has thus been graph-
ically portrayed :

To introduce the doctrine of negro equality into Amer-
ican politics, aud to make it the ground t f positive legisla-
tion hostile to the Southern States.

To exclude the slave property of the South from all ter-
ritories now in the Union, or which may hereafter be ac-
quired.

" To pr vent the admission in any latitude of another
slaveholding Stattf.

To repeal the fugitive Slave Law, and practically refase
to oDey trie uonsututim on that subject.

" To refuse to prevent or punish by State action the spo
liation of slave property ; but on the contrary to make 't a
criminal onence in their citizens to obey the laws of the
Union, in so far as they protect property in African Slaves.

" To abolish slavery in the District of Columbia.
To abolish it in the forts, arsenals, dock-yard- s ar.d other

places in the South, where Congrets has exclusive jurisdic
tion.

" To abolish the internal and coastwise trade." To limit, harrass, and frown upon the institution in eve
ry mode ot political action and by every foim of public
opinion.

And firally by the Executive, by Congress, by the postal
service, the press, free speech, and all other accessible
modes, to agitate without ceasing until the Southern States
without sympathy or brotherhood in the Union, worn down
by the unequal struggle, shall be compelled ignominiouslyjto
surrender and liberate their slaves.

Does any one doubt that the foregoing will be the
policy ? Let us look at a few of the proofs without re
ferring to their platlorms, Helper s book, &c. Mr.
Seward in the Senate, says :

" 'A free Republican Government like this, notwithstand-
ing all ita constitutional checks, cannot long resist and coun-
teract the progress of society.'

' 'Free labor has at last apprehended its richts and its
destiny, and is organizing itself to assume the government of
tne siejmuuc. n win nenceiorin meet you Doiaiy add reso-
lutely here (Washington ;) it will meet you everywhere, in
the Territories and ottf of them, wherever you mav aro to ex
tend slavery. It has driven you back in California and
Kansas, it will invade yom soon in Delaware, Maryland,
Virginia, Missouri, and Texas. It will m etyou in Arizona,
in Central America, and even in Cuba.'

' 'Yoa may, indeed, get a start under or near the tropics
and seem safe for a time, but it will be only for a short
time. Even there you will found States only for free labor
to maintain and occupy. The interest of tne whole race
demands the ultimate emancipation of all men. Whether
that consummation shall be allowed to take e3ect, with
needful and wise precautions against sudden change and dis-
aster, or be hurried on by violence, is all that remains for
you to decide." The white man needs this continent to la-
bor npon. His head is clear, his arm is strong, and his ne-
cessities are fixed.

.

4 It is for yourselves, and not for us, to decide how long
and through what further mortifications and disasters the
contest shall be protracted beforereedom shall enjoy her al-
ready assured triumph.

" You may refuse to yield it now, and for a Bhort period,
but your refusal will only Animate the friends of freedom
with the courage and the resolution, and produce the union
among them, which alone ia necessary ot their part to at-
tain the position itself, simultaneously with the impending
overthrow of the exis ing Federal Administration and the
constitution of a new and more independent Congress."

Mr. Sumner says : - .
" And now, fllow citizens, what is Slavery ? Thia is no

question merely of curiosity or philanthropy, for when the
national Government, which you and Iat the North help to
constitute, ia degraded to be its instrument, and all the na-
tional territories are proclaimed open to ita barbarism, and
the constitution itself, is perverted to sanction ita preten-
sions, the whole subject logically and necessarily enters in
to our political discussion. (Applause.) It cannot be avoid-
ed, it cannot be blinked out of sights Nay," yoa must pass
upon it by your votes at the coming election.- - Futile is the
plea that we at the North have nothing to do with Slavery.'

Nor can the holy war be ended, nntil tee- barbarism now
dominant in the republic is overthrown? &x& the Pagan
power driven from pur Jerusalem.'' r: A fv; r v , ,

It will not do to say that they are mere Tisionary en-
thusiasts. Peter the Hermit was an enthusiast, bat he
set Europe in a blaze. They are men of : genius and in-
tellectual power. They are tne representative- - men of
the North. They are the men Who have had the power
and the ability to elect one of their own stamp onr ruler:
Bat, tiiey say, let as wait antil the Federal Government
commits some overt act, and then oar people, to a man,
with nnited hearts and hands, will hurl the tyrant" from
gawer, and stand forth regenerate, free, and duientln'aUed.

we submit to the fact ol Lincoln's administration,

also autho.ized to take similar steps whenever you have
tangible evidence ot a aesign to proceed to notreue aci.

44 V. V. ItUiljUiK,
44 Assistant Adjutant General."

44 Fokt Moultrie. S. C, December 11, 1SG0."
This is in contornrty to my instructions to Major Buell.

44 JOHN B. FLOYD,
4 Serretary .f War."

These were the last instructions transmitted to Maior An
derson before his removal to Fort Sumter, with a single ex
ception, in regard to a particular which does not in any de-

gree affect the present question. Under these circumstan-
ces, it is clear that Major Anderson acted upon his own re-

sponsibility and without authority, unless, indeed, he had
44 tangible evidence of a design to proceed to a hostile act"
on the part of the authorities of South Carolina, which has
not been alleged. Still he is a brave and honorable officer,
and justice requires that he should not be condemned with-
out a fair hearing. -

Be this as it may, when I learned that Major Anderson had
left Fort Moultrie and proceeded to Fort Sumter, my first
promptings were to command him to return to his lormer
position, and there to await the cmtingencit s presented in
his instructions. This would only have been done, with any
degree of sarety to the command, by the concurrence of the
South Carolina authorities. But tyjtore any steps could pos- -

siDiy nave ueen laKen in mis airecuou, wc receivcu iuiunu-tio- n

that the 44 Palmetto flag floated out to the breeze at
Castle Pmckney, and a large military lorce went over last
night (the 27th) to Fort Moultrie."

Thus, the authorities ot bouth uaronna, witnout waning
nr asking for anv exDlanatioos. and. doubtless, believing as
you have expressed it, that the officer had acted not only
without, but against my orders, on me very nexi uay inter
the nisht when the removal was ma-'e- . seized by a military
force, two of the three federal forts in the harbor of e harles- -

ton, and have covered them unovr their own nag, msteaa
of that of the United States. At this gleomy period of our
history, startliug events succeed each other rauidly.

On the very day, the 27th instant, that possession of these
two forts was taken, the Palmetto flag was raised over the
Federal Custom House and Postoftice in Charleston, and on
the same day every officer of the Customs Collector. Naval
Officer, Surveyor and Appraiser resigned their offices.
And this, although it was well known from the language of
my Massage, that, as an Executive officer, I felt myself
bound to collect the revenue at the port of Chirleston under
the existing laws. Ia the harbor of Charleston we now find
three forts confronting each other, over all ot which the
Federal flag floated only four days ago ; but now, over two
of them this flag has been supplanted, aud the Palmetto flag
has been substituted in its stead.

It is under all these circumstances that I am urged imme-
diately to withdraw th troops from the harbor of Charles-
ton, and am informed that without, this, negotiation is im-

possible. This I cauuotdo; this I will not do. Such an
idea was never thought of by me in any possible contingen-
cy. No allusion had been made in any communication be
tween myself and any human b ing. But the inference is,
that I am bound to withdraw the troops from the only fort
remaining in the possession of the United States, in the
harbor of Charleston, because the officer there in command
of all the forts, thought proper, without instructions, to
change his position from one of them to another.

At this point of writing I have received information by
te'egraph, from Captain Humphreys, in command of the
Arsenal Fat Charleston, that 44 it has to-da- y (Sunday, the
30ih,) been taken by force of arms." It is estimated that
the munitions of war belonging to the United States in this
Arsenal are worth half a million of dollars.

Comment is needles. Alter this information. I have only
to add, that whilst it is my duty to defend Fort Sumter, as a
portion of the public property of the United States, against
hostile attacks from whatever quarter they may come, by
such means as 1 may possess for this purpose, I do not per-
ceive how such a defence cau be construed into a menace
against the city of Charleston.

With great i ersonal regard, I remain yours very respeet-fnll- y,

JAMES BUCHANAN.
To Honorable Roeekt W. Bakxwkll, James H. Adams,

Washington, D. C, January 1, 161.
Sir : We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt cf

your letter of the 30th December, in reply to a note address-
ed by us to you on the 2?th of the same month, as Com-

missioners ficm South Carolina.
In relerence to the declaration with which your reply

commences, that your 44 position as President of the United
States was clearly defined in the Message to Congress on
the 3d instant;" that you possess 44 no power to change the
relations heretofore existing " betweeu South Carolina aud
the States. 44 much less to acknowledge the independence
of that State," and that consequently you could meet us on-

ly as private gentlemen of the highest character, with an
entire willingness to communicate to Congress any propo-
sition we might have to make," we deem it only necessary
to say that the State of South Carolina having, in the exer-
cise of that great right of which underlies
all our political organizations, declared herself sovereign
and independent, we, as her representatives, felt no sp cial
solicitude as to the character in which you lniijht recognize
us.

Satisfied that the State had simyjly exercised her unques-
tionable right, we were prepared, in order to reach sub-

stantial good, to waive the formal considerations which
your constitutional scruples might have prevented you from
extending. We came here, therefore, expecting to be re-

ceived as you did receive us, and perfectly content with that
entire.willingnes. of which jou assured us, to submit any
proposition to Cougres-j- , which we might have to make
upon the subject of the Independence ot the State. That
willingness v,as ample recognition of the condition of pub-
lic aflairs which rendered our presence necessary. In this
position, however, it is our duty, both to the State which
we represent and to ou'selver, to correct several important
misconceptions.of our letter, into which y ou have fallen.

You say " it was my earnest desire that such a disposi-
tion should be made of the whole subject by Congress, who
alone possess the power, to prevent the inauguration of a
civil war between the parties in regard to the possession of
the Federal forts in the harbor of Charleston and I there-
fore, deeply regret that, in your opinion, 4 the events of the
last twenty-fou- r hours render this impossible." ' We ex-
pressed no path opinion, and the language which you quote
as ours is altered in its sense by the omission of a most im-

portant part of the sentence. What we did say was : " But
she events of the last tweuty-fou- r hours render such an as-

surance impossible.'." Place that 44 assurance " as contain-
ed in our letter in the sentence, and we are prepared to re-

peat it.
Again, professing to quote our language, you say : "Thus,

the authorities of South Carolina, wit hout waiting or askinir
for any explanation, and, doubtless believing, as you have
expressed it, that the officer had acted not only without, but
against my orders," Ac. We expressed no 6uch opinion in
relerence to the belief of the people of South Carolina.

The language which you have quoted was applied solely
and entirely to our assurances, ootalned here, and based, as
you well know, upon your own declaration, a declaratiou
which, at that time, it was impossible for the authorities ot
South Carolina to have known. But, without following this
letter into all its details, we propose only to meet the chief
points of the argument.

Some weeks ago, the State of South Carolina declared her
intention, in the existing condition of public affairs, to se
cede from the United States. She called a Convention of her
people to put her declaration in force. The Convention met
and passed the Ordinance of Secession. All this you antici-
pated, and your course of ection was thorougly considered.
In your annual essage you declared you hitd no right, and
would not attempt, to coerce a secedi g State, but that you
were bound by your constitutional oath, and would defend
the propei ty ot the United States within the borders of
South Carolina, if an attempt was made to take it by force.

Seeirg very early that this question of property was a
difficult and delicate one, you manifested a desire to settle
it without co lision. You did not reinforce the garrison in
the harbor of Charleston. You removed a distinguished
and veteran officer from the command of Fort Mouitrie be-

cause he attempted to increase his supply of ammunition.
You refused to send additional troops to the same garrison,
when applied for by the officer appointed to succeed him
You accepted the resignation of the oldest and most emi-
nent member of your Cabinet, rather than allow the garri-
son to be strengthened. You compelled an officer stationed
at Pert Sumter to return immediately to the Arsenal forty
muskets, which he had takeu to arm his men. You express-
ed, not to one, but to many of the most distinguished if
our public characters, whose testimony will be placed upon
the record, whenever it is necessary, your anxiety for a
peaceful termination of this controversy, and your willing-
ness not to disturb the military status of the forts, if Com-
missioners should be sent to the Government, whose com-
munications you promised to submit to Congress. You re-

ceived and acted on assurances from the highest official au-
thorities of South Carolina that no attempt would be male
to disturb your possession of the forts and property of the
United States if you would not disturb their existing condi-
tion until the Commissioners had been sent, and the attempt
to negotiate had failed. You took from the members of the
House of Representatives a written memorandum that no
such attempt should be made, 44 provided that no reinforce-
ments shall be sent into those forts and thair relative milita-
ry status shall remain as at present." And although you
attach no force to the acceptance of such a paper -- wfhough
you 44 considered it as nothing more in effect than the pro-
mise of highly honorable gentlemen," as an obligation on
one side without a corresponding obligation on the other,
it must be remembered (if we are rightly informed) that
you were pledged, if you ever did send reinforcements, to
return it to those from whom you had received it before yon
executed your resolution.

You sent orders to your officers commanding them, strict-
ly to follow a line of conduct in conformity with Buch an
understanding. Besides all this, yon had received formal
and official notice from the Governor of South Carolina that
we had been appointed Commissioners, and were on our
wiy to Washington. Yon knew the implied conditition un-
der which we came ; our arrival was notified to you, and an
hour appointed for an interview. We arrived in Washing-
ton on Wednesday, at 3 o'clock, and yon appointed an in-
terview with us at on the next day. Early on that day
(Thursday) the news was received here of the movement of
Major Anderson. That news was communicated to you
immediately, and you postponed our meeting until half-pa- st

2 o'clock on Friday, in order that yon might consul?, your
Cabinet. On Friday we saw you, and we called npor yon
then to redeem your pledge. Yon could not deny it. tViih
the facts we have stated, and in the face of the crowning
and conclusive fact that your Secretary at War had resigned
his seat in the Cabinet, upon the publicly avowed ground that
the action of Msjor Anderson had violated the pledged faith
of the government, and that unless the pledge was instantly
redeemed he was dishonored, denial was impossible.

You do not deny it now, but you Beek to escape from its
obligations on the grounds : lBt, That we terminated all ne-
gotiation by demanding, as a preliminary, the withdrawal of

Futed States troops from the harbor of Charleston ;ana 2d, That the authorities of South Carolina, instead ofasking explanation, and giving you the opportunity to vin-?T,c- le

yourself, took possession of other property of theSuites. We will examun both.
In the first place, we deny positively that we have ever,

in any way, made any such demand. Oar letter is in your
possession ; it will stand by this on record. In it we inform
you of the objects of our mission. We say that it wouldhave been our duty to have assured yoa of our readiness tocommence negotiations, with ths most earnest desire to set-
tle ail questions between us amicably and to our mutual ad-vantage, but that events had rendered that assurance im-possible. we stated the events, and we said that, untilsome satisfactory explanation of these events was riven us.we couia not proceed, aadUiea, haying made thia request

status to which you were pledged, n sucn naa Deen your ae-eir- e.

It would have been wiser and better, in our opinion,
to have withdrawn the troops ; and this opinion we urged
upon you, but we demanded nothing but such an explana-
tion of the events of the last twenty-fou- r hours as would re-

store our confidence in the spirit with which the negotia-
tions should be conducted.

In relition to this withdrawal i f the troops from the har
bor, we are compel ed, however, to notice one pass: ge of
your letter. Keferrmg to it you say, " mis i cannoi uo
This I wdl not do. Such an idea was never thought of by
me in any posbible contingency. No allusion to it had ever
been made in any communication between myself and any
hnman beiriir."

In reolv to this statement we are compelled to say it, that
your conversation with us left upon our minds the distinct
impression mat you u;u seriously couieuipiaie me wim-draw-

ot the troops froui Charleston harbor. And in sup
port of this impression we would add, that we have the
positive assurance of gentlemen of the highest possible
public reputation and the most unsullied integrity men
whose name and fame, secured bv lone service and patriotic
achievement, place their testimony beyond cavil, thatsucL
suggestions naa oeeomaae 10 ana urgea upoa you oy men-- ,

and had formed the subject of more thau one earnest dis-

cussion wiih vou. And it was this knowledge that induced
us to urge upon jou a policy wi.ich had, to recommend it,
::s own wisdom and tne weignt oi sucn autnorny.

As to the second pwint, that the authorities of South Car
olina. instead of atkine exnlanations and giving you the op
portunity to vindicate yourself, took possession of other
uroneitv of the United States, we would observe, first, that
even if this w ere so, it dues not avail you for defence, for
the opportunity was anorded you before these lacts occur-
red. We arrived in Washington on Wednesday. The news
f'rem Major Ande son reached hee early on Thursday, and
was immediately communicated to you. All that day men
of the h'ghest consideration men who had striven success-
fully to lift you to your great office who had been your
tiied and true friends through the troubles of your Admin-
istration, sought you, and tntreatedyou to act, to act at
once.

They told you that every hour complicated your position.
They only asked you to give the assurance that if the facts
were so that if the Commander had acted without and
against your orders, aud iu violation of your pledges that
you would restore the status you had pledged your honor to
maintain. You refused to decide. Your Secretary of War

immediate and proper adviser in thi whole matter
waited anxiously lor jour decision until he felt that delay

was becoming dishonor.
More than twelve hours passed, and two Cabinet meet-

ings had adjourned, before you knew what the authorities of
South Carolina had done, aud your prompt decision at any
moment of that time would have avoided the subsequent
complications. .But if you had known the acts of the au
thonties of South Carolina, should that have prevented your
keeping your faith ? What was the conditioB of things

the last sixty days jou have had in Charleston ha' bor
not force enough to hold the forts against an eqjal euemy.
Two of them weie empty ; one ot those, too, the most im-

portant in the harbor. It could have been taken any time.
ou ought to know better thau any man that it would have

been taken but for the effoits of those who put their trust iu
your honor.

Believing that they were threatened by Fort Sumter es-

pecially, the people were wicn difficulty restrained Irom se-

curing, without blood, the possession of this important for-
tress. After many and reiterated assurances given on your
behalf, which we cannot believe unauthorized, they deter-miue- d

to forbear, and in good faith tent on their Cominis- -

j sioners to negotiate with you. They meant you no harm ;

wished jou no ill. They thought of you kiudly ; believed
you true ; and were willing, as far as was consistent with
duty, to spare you unnecessary and hootile collision. Scarce-
ly had their Commissioners left, thau Major Anderson waged
war.gsNo other words will describe his action.

It was not a peaceful chau e from one fort to another ; it
was a hostile act iu the highest sense, and only justified in
the presence of a superior enemy and in imminent peril.
He abandoned his position, spiked his gnus, bu.ned his gun-carriage- s,

made preparations for the destruction of his post,
and withdrew under cover of the night to a safer position,
lhiswaswar. No man could have be'eved (without your
assurance) that any officer could have taken such a step,

not only without orders, but against orders." What the
State did was iu simple self-defenc- e ; for this act, with ail
its attending circumstances, was as much war as firing a vol-- !

y ; and, war being thus beguu, until those commencing it
g plained their action aud disavowed their intention, tLere
as no iooui tor ddlay; and even at this moment, while we

are writing, it is more than probab e, from the tenor of your
letter, thai reinlorcemeuis are hurrying into the conflict, so
that w hen the lirst gun shall be fired, there Will have been
on your part oae coutinuous consistent series of actions
commencing in a demonstration essentially warlike, support-
ed by regular reinforcements, and terminating in deteat or
victoiy. Aud all this w.thout the slightest provocation;
for, among the many things which you have said, there is
one thing you cannot say you have waited anxiously for
news Iroin the seat t f war, iu hopes that deify would fur-
nish some excuse for this precipitation.

But thin tangible evidence of a design to proceed to a
hostile act on the pan ul the authorities of South Carolina,"
which is the oniy juff iScatn u of Major Anderton, you are
forced to admit " has nut yet been adeged." But jouhave
decided. You have reso.ved to hold by force what you
have obtaiued through our misplaced confidence, and, by
refusing to disavow the action of Major Anderson, have con-
verted h.s violation i.f oidt rs into a legitimate act of your
Extcu ive authority.

Be the issue w hat it may, of this we are assured, that if
Foit Moultrie has bteu recorded in history as a memorial
of ( aroliua galiautiy, Fort Sumter will live upon the suc-
ceeding page as an imperishable testimony of Caro ina faith.

By jour couioe jou have probably rendered civil war in-

evitable, be it to. If you choose to force this issue upon
I us the fttate of . nth Cat olina will accept it, and relying

uponjiini Lo is the Ood ot Justice as well as the God ot
Hosts, will endeavor to perform the great duties which lies
before her, hopetuily, biavely and thoioughly.

Our mis-io- n oeiug oue for negotiation aud peace, and your
note leaving us without hope oi a withdrawal ot the troops
from Fort Sumter, or of the restoration of the st&tus qo ex-
isting at the nine of our arrival, and intimating, as we thh.k,
your determination to reinforce the garrison in the harbor
of Charleston, we respect ully iufurm you that we purpose
returning to Charleston to morrow afteruoon.

We have the h.ncr to be, sir, very respectfully, your
obfcdtciit servants,

li. W. BAI;N WELL, )

J. H.ADAMS, V Commissione;s.
JAMES L. UUR. )

To his Excellency, the Pies-iden- t of the United States.
The following was the endorsement on the paper :

rxECUTivE Mansion, 3 o'clock.
This paper just presented to the President, is of such a

chaiacier that he declines to receive it.

PKFOIl O' KM XV. HALI,, Esq.,
OK NEW HANOVEK,

Diliiered in the Senate of Sorth Carolina on Wednesday,
December 19ti, l8ou.

Mr. Hall offered the lollowing resolutions :

Revolted, That North Carolina is devotedly attached to
the Union of the Constitn' ion the Union of our fathers,
and still hopes tha. it may be restored and perpetuated.

Resolved, hoicexer, That unless by the 4th of March next,
the lust of exclusive Northern sectional domination shall be
quieted, and a reaction m pnbiic sentiment at the North
upen the of slavery shall have taken place, eventu-
ating iu furtLer, ample and complete guarantees for the pro-
tection of our rights under the Constitution, in this particu-
lar and all others, it will be the duty of North Carolina ma-
ting common cause with her sister states of the South to
seek her safety out of the Union.

Mr. Hull tueu said : Mr. Speaker, Why is it that in
the midst ot a period of unexampled pb)sical prosperi-
ty ia our country, amid the full development of materi-
al well-beiD- g, when our fields are teeming with plenty,
our commerce whitening every sea, the refining influence
of the arts, and the practical benefits of science were
being disseminated far and wide, capital seeking invest-
ment, and labor meeting its reward, our flag the harbin-
ger of peace and good will to all the nations of the earth
as it floats in every clime, and our churches vocal with
praises to God for his goodness, why is it, that as if
by magic, the scene has shifted, and there is r.ow pre-
sented to onr stricken gaze the harrowing picture oi
men of different sections of the same country, who
should but reflect upon each other's countenances the
smiles of fraterccl love, now scowling at each other in
almost deadly bate, commerce prostrated, currency de-

preciated, the arm of industry paralyzed, public confi-
dence gone, individual credit suspected, and grim want
and pale terror, they stalk side by side amid the ruin
that surrounds tLm ?

It is, sir, because the slumbering apprehensions of
years have been rudely awoke into certainty, because the
storm, the muttering3 of whose thunder we have been
wont to shut our ears to, has burst npon us in its fury

the drop which was to make our cup overflow, has
been emptied into it. It is because the harrowing con-
viction, so long fought against, has at last fixed itself
upon the Southern mind ; that the slave States of this
Union are to be henceforth practically excluded from
exercising any controlling influence in the policy of this
Government ; that the wand of power baa passed for-

ever into the exclusive grasp of a dominant section,
whose interests require a system of legislation adverse to
them jl-th- at an irrepressible conflict has been inaugura-
ted, under Federal auspices, which is to end in the abo-

lition of domestic slavery, an institution which they re-

gard as a" great unoral, Bocial and political blessing
which. is interwoven in the very fibres of Southern so-

ciety and the very vitals - of - Southern well-bein- g, and
which, when it goes down, if go down it must, will go
down in"a sea-o-f bloods Believing: thns, the .Southern
people ,haTe assumed an attitude of resistance to the
Governments This: has impaired faith in its stability,-an- d

hence the disastrous picture which I have feebly en-
deavored to portray." ' . r"

Xowy sir, I shall endeavor to show that this appre-
hension in the Southern mind is not merely the false sug-
gestion of one William L. Yancey and his rs,

but that it ia based upon sober truth and sad realitj,
and that in poict of fact, for North-Caroli- na to acquiesce
in or tamely submit to the menacing administration of
Abraham Lincoln, would be alike fatal to her interests
and her honor ; and in so doing, I shall state the case as
between the Northern States and North Carolina alone,
and speak irom the record as now made up between

Yes, sir, the irrepressible conflict waged now across
the border, is to be transferred wunin me iimus oi
North Carolina. The President will hold the golden
U-- to unlock the cates of our citadel. Every little
nost office, light house, custom house, and place of

Federal patronage witnin our limits, wm ueuume
nest to hatch black republican eggs, and a nucleus,

around which will gather a black republican squad.
Sav what von will, every North Carolinian who holds
office under Li coin's appointment becomes virtute of-

ficii, the apologist of his administration, and the down-

ward steps from apology to defence, and then to advo-

cacy, are not far distant. Jealousy between the slave-bold- er

and tLe non-slavehol- will be fostered and
fomented. The minds of the uneducated will be sys
tematically demoralized upon the subject. The aboli--

lion leaven, wnicn may uuw cs.isl iu uhu uaiviiua,
will then begin to find "its business to work upon.-Aft- er

a while a black republican ticket may be run in
North Carolina, and --ve may have the honor, eventually,
of occupying scats upon this floor witb blacK ltepubucan
Senators". In the meantime, our slaves themselves, now
harDV. contented, and faithful, we their friends aud they
ours, would amid the turmoil, the excitement of debate
and the clashing of interests be aroused to a snse of
fancied wrongs, the smouldering brutal instincts or meir
nature would be appealed to, all the powei of police re
gulations would be ineffectual at times to suppress out-

breaks, and thus, foes without and foes within, with in

surrections and rumors of insurrections, with riots be-

tween the different classes of our white population, our
whole social system convulsed in the agonies of dissolu-
tion, famine staring us in the face from the prostration
of commerce, the whole world against us in sentiment,
and our own government our iLost bitter and unrelent-
ing foe great God, what hope would there be ? As
we stood at bay, frenzied, maddened, but despair-
ing, with our wives and children clinging to us
pale and panic stricken dea'.h itself would be a refuge.
Sir, it is bad enough for fifteen equal States of thi
Unioj to be practically excluded irom any controlling
influence iu the administration of this government
even were the avowed policy of that administration to
protect their rights and foster their interests. But
when the avowed policy of that administration is to
deny them equality, to strike at their dearest interests,
to destroy the domestic tranquility aDd jeopardize the
lives of their people, no ''watch and wait" for me, sir.
I shall not invest Mr. Lincoln with the imperial purple,
put into his hands the wand of power, and then lay
the flattering unction to my soul, that afier all he will
prove himself a petjured liar, falsify his whole record,
and betray the party which elevated him. No, 6ir, I
will take him and the immense northern majorities who
elected him at their word, and I'll resist them now, sir.
They have crossed the rubicon. They must go back.
If they want to treat they must do it on the other side,
l'he crisis which for years has been threatening has
culmiuat d. The great issue whether we will it or net
is upon us the first decisive battle of the irrepressible
conflict-i- s now being fought. Let us stand firm, close
up in serried ranks and lock shields. It is due to the
honor and welfare of North-Carolin-a, God bless her, it
is due to our manhood, it is due to our children and our
children' children, that no, how, when we have the
might and the strength, we should conquer upon this
question an everlasting peace. Cause the Northern
mind to re-ac- t, cause the uplifted Northern arm to stay
its death blow by doiug nothing but "watch and wait !"
Why, sir, fcr all practical purposes, you might as well
take your seat upon the banks of the Mississippi, and
"watch and wait" to see the mighty father of waters re-

verse Lis current, and roll up the billows of the Atlantic
upon the summit of the Rocky Mountains.

I have thus far argued, Mr. Speaker, that it was the
duty of North Carolina to have assumed an attitude of
resistance to the administration of Abraham Lincoln
the day his election was ascertained, upon the abstract
merits of the case as between him and the Northern
States, without reference lo the action of the Southern
States or any of them, before, at or since that time.

I come uow to consider what this Senate should do
with reference to the present state of aflairs, and with
the lights now before us.

South Carolina has taken her destiny in her own
hands, has dissolved her connection with the General
Government and claims to stand before the world a sov-
ereign, free and independent State. It is unquestiona-
bly her determination at this time never to reunite that
brotherhood of Union with the free States. It amounts
almost to a certainty, that in a few weeks Alabama,
Georgia, Mississippi, Florida and Louisiana will take
positiou in line by her side. The probability is that
Arkansas and Texas will follow. What may be the ac-
tion of the other southern States is a matter of specu-
lation. Sir, are not the very foundations of our State
being shaken in the midst ot mighty events ? And are
we to sit here, poor Pillicoddy like, waiting for some-
thing to turu up, and idly permitting our gallant ship of
State North Carolina, without a flag at her mast-hea- d,

without a compass in her binnacle, without a chart to
oteer by, to be made the sport of every blast, and drift
upon the current of events, and float upon the surfaee of
the occasion until she strands, God knows where, a dis-
mantled hulk ? No sir, we should act, and with what
view ? Why sir, with a view to restore, if possible, and
then perpetuate the Union of our fathers, the Union of
the Constitution that Union which was ordained to
establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for
the common defence, promote the general welfare, and
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our pos-
terity. That is our duty. Sir, I am no disunionist per
se, I am not yet a secessionist I recollect that the golden
band of the Constitution was fastened around the " old
thirteen " to perpetuate and preserve to each of them
the inestimable treasure of liberty; I recollect that
treasure was purchased at the sacrifice of life and blood,
and bitter, bitter tears. My memory lineers with ra- -
tri otic pride on the glories ot the battle fields of Bunker's
Hill, Moore's Creek, Monmouth, and Cow Dens battlp
fields which have been whitened by the bones of the sons of
massacnusetts, is ew Jersey and the Carohnas, as they
fell fighting side by side. A feeling of reverential awe
steals over me as fancy pictures the great and good
ii osuiugiuu, us ue leu me sunenng people or the Uol--
ouies mrougn me long, dars: perilous night of the Rev
olution, into the noon-da- y sun of Indeoendence. 1

revere the memories of the illuslr ions men who, subse
quent tnereto, iramed the Constitution- - and the Union.
1 duly estimate the wisdom, the sacrifices and the con
cessions through which they were created, and the mani
told blessings which thev have conferred. I lnv tht
Union ; give me but if, and I woald sta np upon it esto
yerpeiua. v ouia sir, mat iiKe some, 1 could think and
live but in the past. I will at least, drink insnirfltinn
from its memories. But sir, a stern 'sense of duty

. tomnnAl f 1 l k
ujyaeu, auu tuose wno are to come alter me, bid that 1
snouia

"Trust no fnture, however pleasant, --

Let the dead past bury its dead,Act, act in the living present, - ,
Heart within, and God oveihead.'?

Sir, the Union of to-d- ay is not the Union of our fa-
thers. Gentlemen may say, critically speaking, that the
i.tu vu.uuujcut uas commuted no overt act upon

Southern rights ; that the election of Lincoln winstrict accordance with the forms of the Constitution:
.Kilt eiK nrna a x 11 '

. V iVr-i- i
Ulier,y loiany subversive of its spir-

it ? W that exact justice, that fraternal rpo--n th
mutual concession, that hearty good will between the
peopie or me oinerent sta!v upon which this Union
was founded, exist in Abo Lincoln's Union ? That, sir,
will be a meritricions Unicn, in which the south is bound
as an abject victim, to gt itifv the lost of northern av-
arice and fanaticism. "Well, wbat can restore the Union
of the Constitution, the Union of our father, the only
Union that can, ought, and will exist ? Why, nothing
under God's Heaven, savin? His divine interposition,
except the quenching the lust of exclusive northern sec-
tional denomination, and a total re-acti- on in, northern
sentiment npon the subject pf slavery, eventuating in
ample and complete guarantees for the protection of all
our rights; in this particular, and ' all others'urider.tbe
Constitution, and that, too, before the 4th day of March
next, or afford the absolute assurance at that time that
such a result is surely about to be consummated. Is
that result possible ? I hope and think so." If that re-
sult be. brought about, IJeel perfectly assured that all the
Southern , States who may at that time have gone out,
Will gladly come back into the-fol-d, except South Car-
olina, and she, under the prssure of circumstances which
she cannot resist, "will eventually o ? likewise. I Well
now sir; how are we to aid in bringing about this re-
sult?. ; By sitting here singing with the Black Repub-licac- r

chorus " Great is Diani of, the Ephesians,' or tun-
ing our harps of a thousand I strings . to I the key note
which has been struck here, and sieging Glorious Un--


